
SIMULARE TESTARE LIMBA ENGLEZĂ: 
 

I. Listen to the recording and choose the appropriate answer: 
1. According to the interview, the arts are currently  

a) seen at their lowest point; b) at a standstill; c) seen at their height. 

2. According to the artist, modern society encourages the development of young musicians 

a) true;  b) false;   

3. According to the interview, being talented is enough to ensure long-term success  

a) true; b) false;   

4. Musicians feel rewarded when  

a) people in the public ask for autographs;  b) the critics write good reviews of their concerts; 

c) they see the joy they bring to the listeners; 

5. Music is the result of human experience and emotions 

a) true;  b) false. 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=awEY5x2CWfs) 

 

 

 

II. Read the following text and fill in with the missing words from the box below: 
 

Multiple studies link music study to academic achievement. But what is it about serious music training 

that seems to correlate with outsize success in other fields? 

The connection isn’t a coincidence. I know because I asked. I put the question to top-flight 

professionals in industries from tech to finance to media, all of whom had serious (if often little-known) past 

lives as musicians. Almost all made a connection between their music training and their professional 

achievements. 

Strikingly, many high achievers told me music opened 1) ________ the pathways to creative thinking. 

And their experiences suggest that music training sharpens other qualities: Collaboration. The ability to listen. A 

way of thinking that weaves together disparate ideas. The power to 2) ________ on the present and the future 

simultaneously. 

Look carefully and you’ll find musicians at the top of almost any industry. Woody Allen 3) ________ 

weekly with a jazz band. The television broadcaster Paula Zahn (cello) and the NBC chief White House 

correspondent Chuck Todd (French horn) 4) ________ college on music scholarships; NBC’s Andrea Mitchell 

trained to become a professional violinist. Steven Spielberg is a clarinetist and son of a pianist. The 5) ________ 

World Bank president James D. Wolfensohn has played cello at Carnegie Hall. 

“It’s not a coincidence,” says Mr. Greenspan (former chairman of the Federal Reserve), who gave up 

jazz clarinet but still dabbles at the baby grand in his living room. “I can tell you 6) ________ a statistician, the 

probability that that is mere chance is extremely small. That’s all that you can 7) ________ about the facts. The 

8) _________ question is: why does that connection exist?” 

Paul Allen (the billionaire co-founder of Microsoft) offers an answer. He says music “reinforces your 

confidence in the ability to 9) _________.” Mr. Allen began playing the violin at age 7 and switched to the guitar 

as a teenager. Even in the 10) _________ days of Microsoft, he would pick up his guitar at the end of marathon 

days of programming. The music was the emotional analog to his day job, with each channeling a different type 

of creative 11) _________. In both, he says, “something is pushing you to look beyond what currently exists and 

12) _________ yourself in a new way.” 

For many of the high achievers I spoke with, music functions as a “hidden language,” as Mr. 

Wolfensohn calls it, one that enhances the ability to connect disparate or even 13) _________ ideas. When he 

ran the World Bank, Mr. Wolfensohn traveled to more 14) _________ 100 countries, often taking in local 

performances (and occasionally joining in on a borrowed cello), which helped him 15) _________ “the culture 

of people, as distinct from their balance sheet.” 

 

performs, judge, focus, create, early, up, impulse, express, contradictory, former, as, than, understand, attended, 

crucial 

 
 
 
 



III. Complete the blanks with the appropriate tense (simple or continuous): 
1) I feel really sleepy after lunch because I________ (eat) too much. 

2) She usually ________ (walk) to school.  

3) But look! Today she ________ (go) by bike. 

4) Jim’s tired so he _______ (go) to bed early tonight. 

5) I always ________ (want) to be a travel photographer. 

6) Be careful! You _______ (fall) down from the stairs! 

7) If Jake __________ (have) the money, he will go to America.  

8) If I had a lot of money, I __________ (give) some to charity.  

9) If the girls __________ (go) shopping, they would have bought some new shoes.  

10) Shh! The boss __________  (come). 

 
 
 
IV. What is your opinion about the role of the musician in contemporary society? Is it 
similar or different compared to other epochs? Give reasons for your answer. 
 

 

 

 


